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Investing in people and nature
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
MAVA has always looked to the future with hope, imagining a

I am full of admiration for our partners achievements and the

better future for people and nature, and investing in partners and

journey that we have been on together. It is now vital that we share

programmes to make it a reality.

what we have learnt over 28 years as a major conservation donor
with the philanthropic and conservation communities. We have many

Despite the ongoing challenges presented by the pandemic, 2021

learning products either in the works or being planned. I know that

was no exception. Throughout the year, our efforts continued to

the community of MAVA alums, with its richness and diversity, will

focus on doing everything we can to scale impact and ensure our

continue to flourish in the years ahead and this fills me with pride.

partners’ vital work continues beyond our closure in 2022.
With a 1.5°C future in the balance, and the inevitable but shocking
Two particular highlights for me were our participation in the IUCN

realisation that the global pandemic is a tragedy born of our

World Conservation Congress in Marseilles – especially through

continued mistreatment of the natural world, it is more important

our Mediterranean Solutions initiative designed to kickstart an

than ever that we scale investment in natural capital and nature-

equitable, inclusive, nature-based recovery across the region – and

based solutions if we are to prevent climate breakdown and future

our work to inspire and mobilise fellow funders.

pandemics.

This included setting up two new finance mechanisms to protect

Let us now do all that we can to ensure world leaders, businesses,

the Mediterranean. One was created together with the Aage V.

and the whole conservation community continue to work together

Jensen Charity Foundation and the Fondation Prince Albert II de

to ensure conservation supports justice and resilience, and benefits

Monaco and is dedicated to freshwater conservation, and the

people and nature long after MAVA’s closing.

other is a collaborative between MAVA and The MedFund for
marine protected areas. Together with other similar projects, they
present fantastic opportunities to strengthen the work of many of our
partners, not just in the Mediterranean but also globally.

André Hoffmann

MISSION

We conserve biodiversity for the benefit of people
and nature by funding, mobilising and strengthening
our partners and the conservation community

VALUES
UNIFYING – EMPOWERING
FLEXIBLE – PERSEVERING

ACTIVITIES

Securing lasting impact and sustainability of the work we care about is a
priority that shapes everything we do until the end of our grant-making in 2022.
In 2021, we focussed on:

GRANT-MAKING:

Providing funding

CONSOLIDATING:

Securing partnerships and
joint action on key issues

BUILDING:

Strengthening and
accompanying partners

COLLABORATING:

Mobilising fellow donors

COMMUNICATING:

Harvesting and
sharing lessons learnt

GRANTMAKING
1994-2021
CHF 1.095 billion
1’444 projects
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IMPACT &
SUSTAINABILITY

SWITZERLAND

SUSTAINABLE
ECONOMY

2021
CHF 86 million 		
128 projects

WEST
AFRICA

GLOBAL
PROJECTS

MEDITERRANEAN
BASIN

PROGRAMME PRIORITIES
As we head towards our closing, in 2021 we focused on ensuring maximum impact and on creating the conditions for sustainability of the
activities and partners we have supported over the years. We started to plan the wrap up the work under way and to harvest lessons learnt
from our 28 years of conservation.

Mediterranean
Basin

West
Africa

Switzerland

We aim to improve the
conservation status of:

We aim to improve the
conservation status of:

We focus on the following
priorities:

•freshwater basins and aquifers
•coastal and island wetlands
•marine coastal ecosystems
•critical ecosystems in
cultural landscapes
•birds
•sea turtles
•marine megafauna

•sea turtles
•coastal wetlands
•seabirds
•mangroves
•seagrass beds
•small pelagic fish

•rivers
•sustainable agriculture
•ecological infrastructure
•circular economy

Sustainable
Economy

Impact &
Sustainability

We aim to contribute to the
creation of a more sustainable
global economic system
throughout our focal regions and
beyond, by focusing on:

We aim to sustain MAVA’s
vision after 2022 when we will
have ceased our grant-making.
Adopting an integrated crossprogramme approach, we
operate on four nested levels:

•economics and finance
for nature
•circular economy

•nurturing young talent
and conservation leaders
•strengthening partners
•boosting civil society
•developing innovative
finance mechanisms

CONSERVATION HEROES
Every year, we like to acknowledge some partners whose unfailing engagement, knowledge and collaboration inspire us profoundly.
Discover who our 2021 heroes are, what makes them unique partners, what their work is about and what their hopes for the future are.

Mediterranean
Basin

West
Africa

Thomas Binet & Team
BlueSeeds

Ahmed Senhoury
Executive Director
PRCM

Passionate about the ocean,
Thomas Binet leads BlueSeeds,
a young, creative and innovative
team that empowers marine
conservationists through better
financing and practical solutions.

Ardent conservationist, Ahmed
Senhoury is the Executive
Director of PRCM and manages
a coalition of 80 national and
international organisations,
orchestrating coastal
conservation across seven West
African countries.

Read more

Read more

Sustainable
Economy

Impact &
Sustainability

Dominik Waser
Co-founder
Landwirtschaftmitzukunft
Switzerland

Eva Gladek
Founder & CEO
Metabolic

Tanja Havemann &
Kaspar Baumann
Clarmondial

Environmental engineering
scholar and activist, Dominik
Waser is co-founder of
Landwirtschaftmitzukunft, working
together with farmers to drive
change to the Swiss agriculture
and food system.

Eva Gladek is the founder
of Metabolic whose aim is to
“transition the global economy
to a fundamentally sustainable
state” by applying systems
thinking.

Combining financial and
technical expertise, Tanja
Havemann and Kaspar
Baumann work at Clarmondial
and help donors prototype and
scale innovative conservation
financing, offering tailored
advice and practical solutions.

Switzerland

Read more

Read more

Read more

BOARD
André Hoffmann (President) – Frederic
Hoffmann – Maja Hoffmann – Rosalie
Hoffmann – Jonathan Knowles – Vera
Michalski – Mike Moser – Hubert du
Plessix (Treasurer)– Jean-Philippe Rochat
STAFF
Led by Lynda Mansson, 11 staff work
at our head office in Switzerland and
nine in our regional office in Senegal.
Three part-time consultants round out
the team.

mava-foundation.org

HEAD OFFICE
Rue Mauverney 28
1196 Gland, Switzerland
Tel.: +41 22 548 16 80
REGIONAL OFFICE
Mamelles villa F46, rue 21
BP 24939 – Ouakam
Dakar, Senegal
Tel. : +221 33 869 1404
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