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Advancing a resource efficient
and circular economy

Heavily dependent on imports and
exports on both the production and
consumption sides, Switzerland
currently trades primarily with countries
that are also consuming more natural
resources than can be regenerated on
their national territory.

(c) SBB/CFF/FFS

If resources become less available on
global markets, the Swiss economy
may face growing risks in both its
supplier and its export markets.
Therefore, it is in the interest of the
Swiss economy to manage these risks
by reducing resource consumption and
its associated environmental impacts.

“It is not a question of whether the economy needs to transition to lesser resource intensity. The question is whether
Switzerland will be a leader and seizes the opportunities that the transition presents.”
Holger Schmid, Director, Switzerland Programme, MAVA

Switzerland has a reputation of being clean, this does however not
translate into being automatically green. Recycling rates for glass
bottles and paper are high. Also, much of the plastic is collected but
burned for energy rather than being recycled. Car ownership pro
person is high, so is personal living space and general material
consumption.
In 2016 the Swiss people were asked to vote on the green
economy initiative that proposed to limit resource consumption.
Most of the business associations opposed the initiative and the
initiative was rejected. The energy strategy that foresees an
increase in renewable energies and energy savings in the housing
sector has been approved. In the bigger cities, the majority of the
population is in support of the green economy.

LINKS WITH OTHER MAVA ACTION PLANS
SE4: Circular Economy Europe

The current political constellation in the parliament is not
conducive to progress on green issues. The next elections are
scheduled for October 2019. Leadership for change has to come
from progressive businesses, cities or cantons.
Transition towards a resource efficient and circular economy
Renewable energy

Refurbish

Recycle

Material savings
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HOW WE THINK CHANGE WILL HAPPEN
The action plan (or 'results chain' in technical terms) has been developed in accordance with the Open Standards - a
recognised methodology in the conservation field. A summary is presented below.

Opportunities for
transitioning towards a
resource efficient and
circular economy are
acknowledged by
economic leaders

PREPARE THE GROUND
Share success stories of green
economy and show the opportunities
for new business models
COLLABORATE
Build private sector support through business
associations and new stakeholder collaborations

A resource efficient
economy is a political
election theme

DEMONSTRATE
Demonstrate the potential for circular
economy in progressive towns / cantons
INFLUENCE
Create and support political initiatives for ambitious
legislation and regulation that facilitates reduced
resource consumption

STRATEGIES

WE AIM TO:
Reduce material
and the intensity
of energy
production

Towns take leadership
in facilitating the
circular economy

New and revised
legislation and regulation
facilitates the resource
efficient economy

EXPECTED KEY RESULTS
WHO ARE OUR MAIN PARTNERS?

HOW IS THIS ACTION PLAN BEING IMPLEMENTED?

The action plan is implemented in close collaboration between four
Swiss organisations – Swisscleantech, PUSCH, SANU, WWF,
including support from the Ellen MacArthur Foundation for advancing
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WHAT IS THE ANNUAL BUDGET?
The total annual budget of the action plan is CHF 1'950'000.
MAVA allocates CHF 1'250'000. The rest is funded by OAK Foundation
(CHF 500'000), PUSCH (100'000) and SANU (CHF 100'000).

Total budget
CHF 1'950'000

MAVA allocation
CHF 1'250'000

Holger SCHMID, holger.schmid@fondationmava.org

