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Reconciling
fisheries and
biodiversity
The Mediterranean is a key area for
biodiversity. It is home to rare and
biodiverse habitats, as well as many
highly endangered species.
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Unfortunately, it is under considerable
pressure, particularly linked to fishing,
which directly impacts certain habitats
and species. For example, seagrass
beds are destroyed by the repeated
passage of trawls, and marine turtles
suffer from bycatch in the lines and
nets of fishermen.
Even if the Mediterranean is a
forerunner, with the prohibition of
deep-sea trawling since 2005, the
challenges of preserving coastal zones
remain very important as they
concentrate a rich biodiversity and
productivity on which the communities
depend.
"Implementing more respectful fishing practices has a direct positive impact on biodiversity but also on fishing
activities, as it is recognized that a healthy ecosystem is also more productive."
Julien Sémelin, Programme Manager, Mediterranean Basin, MAVA

WHERE ARE OUR GEOGRAPHICAL INTERVENTION AREAS?

These three priority areas are
those where there are significant
issues related to fisheries and
biodiversity.
We also attach particular
importance to the amplification of
efforts at the level of the
Mediterranean for a regional
impact.
Strait of Sicily and
Tunisian plateau

Alboran Sea

Central Aegean See and
Levantine basin

SPECIES THREATENED

HABITATS THREATENED

SPECIES : marine turtles, marine mammals, sea birds and sharks

COASTAL HABITATS: seagrass, coralligenous beds
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HOW WE THINK CHANGE WILL HAPPEN
The action plan (or 'results chain' in technical terms) has been developed in accordance with the Open Standards - a
recognised methodology in the conservation field. A summary is presented below.

KNOWLEDGE
Improving knowledge on fisheries impact
level on biodiversity

Financial
incentives for
change

AWARENESS
of fishermen and key stakeholders
on the impacts of fisheries on
biodiversity

WE AIM TO:
Protect critical
habitats for the
benefit of fishers
and biodiversity

Sustainable fisheries
management
measures

CAPACITY

Reduce
interactions
between fishing
and biodiversity

of conservation and other involved
stakeholders
Sustainable
practices
implemented by
the fishers

DEMONSTRATION
Demonstrate that solutions exist and
can be implemented

STRATEGIES

EXPECTED KEY RESULTS

HOW IS THE ACTION PLAN BEING IMPLEMENTED?

WHO ARE OUR MAIN PARTNERS?

MAVA supports several collaborative projects to contribute to the
implementation of this action plan. These projects are developed by
partners at local and regional level.
The strengthening of the Marine Protected Areas network is
coordinated by MedPAN. Expertise on bycatch of endangered species
is provided by BirdLife International for seabirds, Medasset
Association for marine turtles and ACCOBAMS for cetaceans.
The Regional Activity Center for Specially Protected Areas (SPA /
RAC) is in particular co-ordinating the components related to marine
habitats, while WWF (through the Mediterranean Marine Initiative) and
the IUCN MED office is coordinating mainly the components linked to
fisheries and endangered species.
Finally, the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean
(GFCM) is providing a solid institutional basis for this action plan.

WHAT IS THE ANNUAL BUDGET?

LINKS WITH OTHER MAVA ACTION PLANS

The budget needed for the implementation of this action plan has
been estimated by our patners at EUR 9’000’000 per year, of
which some is already covered by ongoing activities.
MAVA will provide EUR 2'650'000 per year.

M5: Fisheries. Some geographical
areas and intervention strategies are
common.

Total budget € 9'000'000

MAVA Allocation
€ 2'650'000
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M3: Coastal Wetlands: an integrated
approach will be sought with the
reduction of threats affecting coastal
wetlands in priority geographies

WA7: seabirds and
marine turtles bycatch.
Some of the species
migrate between the
two regions..

Julien SÉMELIN, julien.semelin@fondationmava.org

