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ACTION PLAN SUMMARY

Promoting sustainable
land-use practices
Landscape is defined by the European
Landscape Convention as a common
good that contributes to the quality of
life and well-being. Some traditional
practices contribute to creating
landscapes that are highly biodiverse
and whose maintenance warrants the
conservation of biodiversity and
natural resources.
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These traditional or cultural practices
are largely related to the primary
sector (farming, stockbreeding,
forestry, fishing, etc.) involving
management know-how, construction
and handcrafting techniques; as such,
their material expression is inscribed
in the rural landscape.
The main approach of this Action Plan
is to support the cultural practices that
shape the cultural landscapes that, in
turn, harbour biodiversity and preserve
natural capital.
"Some examples of Mediterranean cultural practices are transhumance, terrasse agriculture, traditional water
management, and salt production. Although application of these practices and maintenance of cultural landscapes are
directly linked, some innovation can be factored in to adapt to modern world conditions, improve efficiency and
increase socio-economic benefits (e.g. drip irrigation or agro-forestry practices)."
Luìs Costa, Programme Manager, Mediterranean Basin, MAVA

WHAT ARE OUR GEOGRAPHICAL INTERVENTION AREAS?
1a-1b Island Landscape
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Pilot sites: Lemnos Island, Greece and
Menorca Island, Spain

2a

2b

2a- 2b Mountainous landscape

Pilot sites: High Atlas, Morocco and El Shouf Mountain, Lebanon

A habitat mosaic in altitude gradients produced by the
interactions of traditional farming, grazing, forestry and
water management.

Characterised by mosaics of traditional
farming, stockbreeding and water
management systems in restricted
island spaces that potentially face
tourism pressures and/or climate
change-related pressures.

3 Lowland agro-silvo-pastoral landscape

Pilot site: a corridor of dehesas and montados stretching from
Extremadura, Spain, to Alentejo, Portugal.

Characterised by the presence of a diversified mosaic of
lowland habitats formed by traditional farming, forestry and
pastoral practices, including transhumance as a final wintering
destination.
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HOW WE THINK CHANGE WILL HAPPEN
The strategies and their key results, also called "results chain" in technical terms, were defined according to the Open
Standards - a recognised methodology in the conservation field. A summary is presented below.

AWARENESS
on the ecological values and economic
importance of sustainable land use practices

Good governance in place
for enhancing ecosystem
services and biodiversity

CAPACITY
built to ensure the long term sustainability
of practices, including through innovation

Loss of sustainable land
use practices halted

DEMONSTRATE

Ecological and
socioeconomic resilience
developed against the
impacts of anthropogenic
and climate changes

sustainable land use practices in different
landscapes

PARTICIPATORY MANAGEMENT
and policy advocacy

Sustainable land use
practices restored and
expanded

LIVELIHOOD
Improve economic viability of local products

WE AIM TO:
Stop the loss and/ or
deterioration of
diversity-rich
landscapes
supported by cultural
practices
Revive locally
specific cultural
practices
Demonstrate the
sustainability of
practices and their
benefits for the rural
economy

EXPECTED KEY RESULTS

STRATEGIES
HOW IS THIS ACTION PLAN BEING IMPLEMENTED?

WHO ARE OUR MAIN PARTNERS

The action plan is coordinated by the partners together with
a large number of local partners.
In the Spanish dehesas the work is coordinated by
Transumancia y Naturaleza and WWF Spain, whereas the
activities in the Portuguese montados count on a large
partnership gathered by WWF Portugal.
In Morocco GDF is coordinating the High Atlas pilot
landscape in close collaboration with a number of
Moroccan partners, especially the Moroccan Biodiversity
and Livelihoods Association.
The projects implemented in Lebanon count on a close
partnership between ACS, SPNL and MEDFORVAL.
In the island of Lemnos MedINA is coordinating the work
and liaising with local partners, especially Anemoessa local
authorities which co-funds the work there.
Many overarching initiatives are involved in the entire
partnership.

WHAT IS THE ANNUAL BUDGET?
The annual budget of the action plan has been estimated
at € 3'190'000 per year.
MAVA will allocate an annual budget of € 2'177'00.
The rest is partially covered by existing projects but cofunding still need to be sought.

Total budget
€ 3'190'000
MAVA allocation
€ 2'177'000
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LINKS WITH OTHER MAVA ACTION PLANS
M3, Coastal Wetlands: salt production in salinas is an
important practice with positive impact on biodiversity.
M4-M5, Marine and Fisheries: traditional fisheries in
lagoons and marine coastal areas are important practices
that could potentially be considered as part of our marine
and coastal outcomes.
M7, Species: in selected landscapes where our priority
species occur we will look for synergistic activities
between the 2 Action Plans.
SE1, Green Economy: the market
issue is a key driver for sustainable
production derived from traditional
land use practices.
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