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Restoring living landscapes
Despite its relatively small size, the canton of
Vaud harbors a unique diversity of ecosystems,
with the fastest growing population in
Switzerland. Ecosystems thus face tremendous
pressure in a large part as a result of high
population density and resource consumption. It
is now estimated that half of all habitat types is
threatened with extinction and more than one
third of all species is red-listed. The situation of
many valuable ecosystems is grim. Sensitive
habitats are dramatically degraded. Ecological
corridors are severely interrupted, and habitat of
regional or local significance are often overlooked
in the development planning process.
The canton benefits from a sound biodiversity
data base, a wide understanding of habitat values
or threats and ecological networks' functioning,
but clearly lacks conservation and revitalization
measures. Reinforcing partners' networks and
collaborations by focusing on implementation of
measures in the field is likely to yield lasting
results for both partner organisations and
ecosystems. It is most likely to restore a living
landscape, for both people and wildlife.

"A living landscape requires a constellation of restored natural habitats, both large and small, interconnected by dynamic rivers
flowing freely across the land."
Jérôme Pellet, Switzerland Programme, MAVA

WHAT ARE OUR GEOGRAPHICAL INTERVENTION AREAS?

Spreading across the Jura
mountains in the west, the
Plateau and the Alps in the east,
the canton of Vaud is a showcase
of temperate European habitats.

SPECIES THREATENED

HABITATS THREATENED

birds, amphibians, flora

wetlands, rivers, dry grasslands

(c) F.Bertin

SUMMARY
ACTION
PLAN V2.0 (2020-2022)
RÉSUMÉ
DU PLAN
D’ACTION

CH3 M4

HOW WE THINK CHANGE WILL HAPPEN
The action plan (or 'results chain' in technical terms) has been developed in accordance with the Open Standards - a recognised
methodology in the conservation field. A summary is presented below.
SUPPORT

Habitat and
biological
connection
management

Regional habitat connectivity projects

WE AIM TO:
conserve and
restore
functional
ecosystems and
landscapes in
Vaud

INCREASE
Capacities of project leaders working on river
revitalisation

Revitalised rivers

STRENGTHEN
Improvement of
framework
conditions

Regional framework conditions and institutional
collaboration

EXPECTED KEY RESULTS

STRATEGIES

WHO ARE OUR MAIN PARTNERS?

HOW WILL THIS ACTION PLAN BE IMPLEMENTED?

Our strategy in Vaud focuses on innovative institutional collaborations
between public administrations and NGOs. One aspect of this strategy
is the birth of a federating platform of nature conservation actors where
joint priorities are discussed and commonly implemented. Institutions
L’adoption
de pratiques
de pêches
plussenior
respectueuses
a un
impact positif direct sur la biodiversité, mais aussi
around the table
are represented
by both
members and
young
sur
les activités
de pêche,
car il est reconnu
qu’un écosystème sain est aussi plus productif.
leaders,
thus fostering
new collaborations
and partnerships.
Switzerland has recently adopted an ambitious Biodiversity Action Plan,
accompanied by additional financial resources available to the cantons.
MAVA’s investment in Vaud can help leverage this federal money for the
restoration of habitats of international importance and the
revitalization of rivers.
There are numerous sites and institutions where both Luc Hoffmann
and the MAVA have invested in the past within kilometers from the
foundation’s headquarters. The programme also aims at reinforcing
MAVA’s regional legacy.

LINKS WITH OTHER MAVA ACTION PLANS

BUDGET 2020-2022
The budget for the implementation of this action plan in 20202022 is CHF 17.5 million. MAVA is allocating CHF 3.2 million.
Cofinancing from the Federal Office of the Environment, the
Direction Générale de l'Environnement (Canton Vaud), the
Swiss Landscape Fund, Pro Natura Vaud, WWF Vaud and
BirdLife Switzerland.

MAVA allocation
CHF 3.2 millions
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Cofinancing
CHF 14 millions
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