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ACTION PLAN SUMMARY

Preserving living marine
resources
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Predatory fish such as sea bream, sea
bass, groupers, swordfish, tuna and
sharks are highly sought after by local
populations and tourists alike, yielding
the highest financial returns.
For this reason they are also the most
threatened.
However, because they also happen
to be at the top of the food chain, the
reduction in their population below
certain levels has major de-structuring
effects on the marine communities to
which they belong, with direct impacts
on critical fishery resources for local
communities.
"From both a conservation and a socio-economic point of view, it is important to ensure that the populations of top
predatory fish species are healthy. Artisanal fisheries operating in coastal areas have the potential to become
sustainable and our partners have started to build strong partnerships with relevant actors linked to the artisanal fishing
sector."
Julien Sémelin, Programme Manager, Mediterranean Basin, MAVA

WHAT ARE OUR GEOGRAPHICAL INTERVENTION AREAS?
These three areas are ideal for
our purpose since they combine
high fishing pressure on our
species of interest and the
existence of an important
artisanal fishing sector.
We also attach particular
importance to the amplification
of efforts at the level of the
Mediterranean for a regional
impact.

Alboran Sea

Strait of Sicily and
Tunisian plateau

Southern
Adriatic/Northern Ionian

THREATENED SPECIES
High Trophic Level fish species, for example:
Tuna

Groupers

Swordfish
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HOW WE THINK CHANGE WILL HAPPEN
The strategies and their key results, also called "results chain" in technical terms, were defined according to the Open
Standards - a recognised methodology in the conservation field. A summary is presented below.

KNOWLEDGE
Improve knowledge in fishing sector

Understanding of
artisanal fishing
sector is improved

AWARENESS
Raise awareness of fishermen and
other stakeholder groups

Political commitment
to reduce
overexploitation of
resources and
promote artisanal
fishing sector

Effective fishermen
organisations
promote alternative
practices

CAPACITY
Increase the capacity of relevant actors
to implement sustainable fishing
practices

DEMONSTRATE
that sustainable fishing practices exist
and can be implemented

New opportunities
emerge and
encourage transition
to sustainable
fisheries

LIVELIHOOD
Support alternative livelihoods to reduce
unsustainable fishing practices

STRATEGIES

Fishermen
organisations, NGOs
and all relevant
stakeholders
participate in
decision- making
processes

WE AIM TO:
Ensure good
management of
essential
habitats for life
cycle of fisheries

Reduce fishing
pressure on
overexploited
predatory fish
species

EXPECTED KEY RESULTS

HOW IS THIS ACTION PLAN BEING IMPLEMENTED?
The implementation of the Action
multidisciplinary and integrated approach.

Plan

requires

WHO ARE OUR MAIN PARTNERS
a

It will aim at fostering a regional collaboration that will include
actions at different levels, from on the ground capacity building or
monitoring, to decision making level.
Collaborative projects will be developed by regional partners
(such as MedPAN association, WWF, IUCN or GFCM) and local
partners in the three priority geographies.
Pan-Mediterranean projects will be developed on specific
strategies (i.e. raising awareness raising, fish consumption) and
will contribute to the achievement of the outcome in each
geography.
Regional meetings will be organized regularly for ensuring a
smooth implementation of the action plan at sub-regional and
regional levels.
WHAT IS THE ANNUAL BUDGET?

LINKS WITH OTHER MAVA ACTION PLANS

The annual budget of the action plan has been estimated at
€ 3'500'000 per year.
MAVA will allocate an annual budget of € 1'900'000.
The rest is partially covered by existing projects but cofunding still needs to be sought.

M4: Fisheries: strategies and actors involved in
reducing the impacts of fisheries on biodiversity
are very often the same, and two regions of
implementation are common.
WA9: Sensitive areas for small pelagics fish
species: for experience sharing between both
regions.

Total budget € 3'500'000
MAVA Allocation
€ 1'900'000
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